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Figure Climatic division of the Hengduan Mountainous Region
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CLIMATIC DIVISIiON OF THE HENGDUAN
MOUNTAINOUS REGION

Zhang Yiguang
(Commission for Inlegreted Survey of Natural Resources,

Chirese Acadeny of Sciences)
Abstract

The Hengduan Mountaincts Regicn is sitvated at the southeastern Qinghai-
Xizang Plateau, Its gcographic environment is disiinctively specific, its
geomorphology is very cemplex aud elimatic condition varios from place to
place, Predccessoss bave done & los of werks on climatlic division,

According te the remarhable charscieristies of the variation of climate
both or Lorizeniality and wverticolity and the principle of bic-climate,
the Hengduar Motntaineus Regicn may be divided into 2 climatic rcalms,
i, e,, Qinghai-Xizang Platean cold climatic realm and scutheastern monsoon
climatic reulm, This divisica is based on 2 incdices, One irndex is 3000C
ated temperature for daily mean temperature over 0 C, Other index
is that average temperaturs:of July is 18C, This division of climatic reaim
has made the mountain warm zosne in southeastern monsoon climatic realm

linking up ensy goingly the platean ilemperate zome, and fills up lhe gap
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between 2 climatic realms,

The index of division of climatic district is aridity, The division of
climatic district has reflected the degree of aridity of the arid valleys and
also differentiates the arid condition of Northwest China,

As the final result, the Hengduan Mountainous Region has been divided
7 climatic zones and 19 climatic districts, There are 5 climatic zones and 15
climatic districts in the southeastern monsoon climatic realm, And there are
2 climatic zones and 4 climatic districts in the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau cold

climatic realm,

Key wor8s Hengduan Mountainous Region, climatic division, climatic realm,

climatic zone, climatic district
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