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THE SIRATEQC POSITION AND THE ECOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL
FUNCTION OF THE UPPER REACHES OF THE YANGTZE RIVER

CHEN Zhi-jian
(Institute of Mountain Haz ards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Science
& Ministry of Water Conservancy, Chengdu 610041 PRC)

Abstract. The upper reaches of the Y angize River is a region with great potential of econcmic
development in future and a main weak region in ecology and environment in China. And it
is a key region that will realize the goals of the National Program for Ecological and Environ-
mental Development and organic coordination of environment and development. In this pa-
per, the strategic positions of the upper reaches of the Yangize River in the sustainable de-
velopment of the national economy in the 21th century and the industrial corridor along the
Yangtize River are described. The particular effects of the upper reaches of the Y angtze River
on the development of the Southw est, the Nothwest and the west of China, and the riddance
from poverty for the poor mountatinous districts as well as the economic promotion of the
minority nationalities regions are pointed out. Moreover, the ecological and environmental
functions and the protected purposes of the upper reaches of the Yangtze River are discussed
in view of the transition, sensitivity and fragility of ecology and environment in this region,
and important forniter defense of ecology and environment of the Yangize River and basin, a
kemel area of the conservation of water resources, the conservation of bio-diversity and store
house of variety and gene, response to and impact on the global environmental change, and

problems respecting environment and development, etc.
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