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A New Fram ework for the Study ofM ountain Enviromm ent Systan

. 1 2
ZHONG X ianghao, XIONG Shangfa
(1 Instincte of M ountain Hazard s and Environment CAS, Chengdu 610041 China
2 Institute ¢ Geology and Geophysics CAS, Bejing 100029, China)

Abstract The last several decades w imessed the an egence and intemational recognitbn of the concept of E arth
Systam Sciences and Sustanable Devebpment aswell as the rapd development w ithin the researches of G bbal
Change It is n this period the mountain envirorm ent of the world has been stressed by wom ajor chalknges the
mounfan environment change and themountan sustanable development A ed to the sudy ofmountain env iron-
ment systan, major pogresses have been made in several themes mnchiding mountain tectonic geanorphobgy

mounian clmatic geanorphology mountain hazaxds biogeochemical cycles n mountair-rver valky systens

mountan global change and human mpact/adaptaton In this contex; the mountan environment sudies n Chna
shouH be focused on the key problems thathow the mountain envirooments n China response to the global change
and human mpact and how to figure out the sustainab le deve lopm ent strategies for the mountain regbns n Chna

Here we propose to mitiate a research progran of Chinese M ountain Environment Transects (CM ET), to mprove
the understand ng of the pattem, dstuibance processes responses and adaptatbn in mountain environm enthum an
society systam, by exp bring the grad ient patterns mnter-relationsh ps bew een systen s and regbnal hetewgeneity

This progran w ill advance the know ledge of regionalmountan environment changes pranote the mountain sustain-
able developm enf and contrbute to reconstuuct a new franew ork for he study of mountain environment systen n

China

Key words mountain environment system; global change sustanable devebpment Chinese M ountain Env iron-
ment T ransects (CMET)



