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The mountain areas of China
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Table 2 The comparison of urbanization rate between mountain

areas and entire region in the provincial level
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General Directions and Countermeasures for Urbanization Development
in Mountain Areas of China

DEMG Wei TANG Wei

( Institute of Mountain Hazard and Environment Chinese Academy of Science Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract: Mountains encompass nearly 70% of the total land surface of China and are home to approximately 45%
of the China$ population. . The central economic work conference in 2012 proposed that urbanization is a historic
task with the countrys modernization drive and a main driver to boost domestic consumption. However Urbaniza-
tion in mountain areas face enormous challenges ( such as remoteness fragile ecosystem and mountain hazard) be-
cause of its complex topography. Urbanization is not only an insurmountable historical stage in the process of moun—
tain development but also significant path to achieve the goal of building a well-off society of mountains with the
national synchronized by 2020. In this study firstly the current situation of urbanization in mountain areas was an—
alyzed; then we discussed the natural social and cultural specificity of mountains as well as the challenges which
mountain area have to face during the urbanization process. After that we mapped out a general direction for ur—

banization development in mountain areas. Finally some countermeasures were proposed for the urbanization devel-

opment in mountain areas.

Key words: mountain areas; urbanization; chosce of directions; countermeasures; sustainable development



