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An Outline of Karst Geomorphology Zoning in the Karst Areas
of Southern China

WANG Shijie' ° ZHANG Xinbao®® BAI Xiaoyong' ’

(1. State Key Laboratory of Environmental Geochemistry Institute of Geochemistry
Chinese Academy of Sciences Guiyang 550002 Guizhou China,
2. Institute of Mountain and Environment Chinese Academy of Sciences Chengdu 610041 Sichuan China;

3. Karst Ecosystem Observation Research Station in Puding Chinese Academy of Sciences Puding 562100 Guizhou China)

Abstract: Dynamic mechanism for formation of trdopical karst geomorphology and karst geomorphology evolution

proposed by Prof. Ren mei’ e are discussed in this paper. Based on zonality and anonality laws of geomorphology
types and according to similarities of the karst geomorphology and its formation causes an outline of karst geomor—
phology zoning in the karst areas of Southern China is proposed. According to climate types of the karst geomorphol—
ogy the areas are divided into tropical karst geomorphology zone and non-ropical karst geomorphology zone. Ac—
cording to karst morphology group the tropical karst geomorphology zone is divided into the Peak — Cluster Depres—
sion subzone of shallow dish type in the middle Guizhou Plateau ; the Peak — Cluster Depression subzone of funnel
type in the transition slope between Guizhou Plateau and Gaunxi Hilly plain. According to regional geomorphology

the non-ropical karst geomorphology zone is divided into the medium-high mountain subzone in Western Sichuan
and North-western Yunnan; the basin-valley subzone in Eastern Yunnan Plateau; the canyon subzone of Beipan
River; the trough valley subzone of the mediumHdow mountains in the conjunction region between Guizhou

Chongqing Sichuan Hubei and Hunan ; and the non-trough valley subzone of the medium-Jow mountains and hills

in Middle and Southern Hunan and Eastern Hubei.

Key words: Southern China; karst; geomorphology Zoning; outline



