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On the Coupling Coordination Relationship between Tourism
and Urbanization in Sichuan Province and Its Spatial Differences

ZHAO Chen'> SONG Xueqian® FANG Yiping' **

( 1. Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment Chinese Academy of Sciences Chengdu 610041 China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100049 China;
3. Chengdu University of Information Technology Chengdu 610225 China)

Abstract: There is coupling mechanism between tourism and urbanization. Tourism can become an essential growth
driver for urbanization when economy and society develop it to a certain level. Meanwhile urbanization can provide
resources and foundations for the enhancement of tourism quality and efficiency. In order to analyze the mechanism
of coupling relationship between tourism and urbanization of each city in Sichuan province this paper examines the
comprehensive urbanization ratio and the composite tourism development index by entropy-weighted AHP method. It
also applies in coupling coordination model to evaluate the coordination degree between tourism and urbanization of
each city and its”spatial differences. Results of this study show that the coordination of tourism and urbanization in
Sichuan province is relatively low and the spatial disparity is high. It further reveals that the level of tourism devel-
opment is generally lower than the level of urbanization. Urbanization ratio are lagging behind tourism development
in the three ethnic minority prefectures in the mountainous area located in the west of Sichuan and other cities be—
longing to the tourism-agging type. 0 The major drivers that affecting the coordination relationship between
tourism and urbanization are geographic location topography comparative advantage of tourist resources as well as
the levels of economic and social development . The most effective strategies for promoting the coordinative develop—
ment of tourism and urbanization are likely to be implementing targeted policies in different regions. For instance

more attention should be given to tourism industry in the regions where the urbanization ratio is high. The major ob—
jectives of the study are to enhance the quality and humanization of urban space through up gradation of urban
tourism; to keep balance in both urban and rural development through developing the recreational belt around met—
ropolitan; and to strengthen the development of new rural communities by rural tourism. Finally in the mountain—
ous regions comparative advantages of regional tourism resources should be used fully so that it can improve region—

al economic and social levels.

Key words: urbanization; tourism; coupling coordination degree; spatial difference; Sichuan province



