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prefecture level in Southwestern China
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Fig. 1  Cluster map of maturity resource-based cities at

prefecture level in Southwestern China
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Fig.2 Proportions of area, population and GDP of all types of maturity resource-based cities at prefecture level in Southwestern China
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Cities in Southwestern China from A Regional Perspective

——A Case Study of Maturity Resource-Based Cities at Prefecture Level

LUO Huailiang'

(1. College of Geography and Resources Science, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610101, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Land Resources Evaluation and Monitoring in Southwest( Sichuan Normal University) ,

Ministry of Education, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Resource-based cities of mature type are at the best stage of transformation and development. There are
31 maturity resource-based cities in Southwestern China. However, geographical environment, development
conditions, industrial characteristics and internal differences of these maturity resource-based cities are complex. It
is useful for transformation and development of resource-based cities of mature type to separately explore
characteristics and obstacles of every kind of these cities. From a regional perspective, 28 indicators of 5 aspects
were selected including development bases, characteristics of industries, people’s livelihood, ecological
environment, internal differences, and 11 maturity resource-based cities at prefecture level in the area were
classified with cluster analysis, and it was conducted to explore type characteristics and transformation obstacles by
comprehensive comparative analysis. Results show that maturity resource-based cities at prefecture level in
southwestern China can be divided into four types. The type I cities ( Ya’an and Zigong) are struggling against lack
of innovation and development, as well as urban ecological environment protection. The type II cities ( Anshun,
Baoshan,, Guangyuan, Dazhou, Guang’an, Qujing) have a considerable amount. Due to a large share of population
and GDP in the region, this type of cities is striving for problems such as the extension of resource industry chain
and pollution control. The type Il cities (Pu’er and Lincang) not only need to change as the mentioned, but also
to make poverty alleviation efforts. Issues of transition and development faced by the type Il cities involve with
weak development foundation, overall backwardness of infrastructure and human ecology, huge difficulty in
coordinating industrial transformation with cultural protection and green development, incompatibility between
advantages of cities and mainstay industries. The type IV cities ( Panzhihua city) are special type. Panzhihua City
is mainly facing severe difficulty of external cooperation, rigid constraints of resource-based industries, huge amount
of solid waste, and prominent internal differences ( duality construction among urban area and rural area) and so

on.

Key words: maturity resource-based city; cluster analysis; transformation; obstacle; southwestern China



