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Fig. 1 The Location of the Study Area and the Spatial Distribution of Tourism Resource Group
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Tab.2  Comprehensive Evaluation of Development Potential of Tourism Resource Group of Five Provinces and Regions
in the West Section of in Silk Road Economic Belt
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Tab.3  Evaluation Form of Tourism Resource Group of Five Provinces and Regions

in the West Section of Silk Road Economic Belt
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Development Potentiality Evaluation of Tourism
Resource Group for Five Provinces and Regions in the
Western Section of the Silk Road Economic Belt, China
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HOU Zhigiang ,LIU Chunyu
(1. School of Tourism ,Huagiao University , Quanzhou 362021 , China;
2. School of Political Science and Public Administration , Huaqiao University , Quanzhou 362021 , China)

Abstract ; The five provinces and regions of Shanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, and Xinjiang constitute the western
section of the Silk Road Economic Belt. Scientifically evaluating the tourism resources is conducive to develop
tourism resources and exploit tourism development potential, and promote the development of the Silk Road
Economic Belt. This study took the five provinces and regions in the western section of the Silk Road Economic Belt
as research object, and it constructed a comprehensive evaluation index system of tourism resources development
potential , and evaluates them using Multi-level Gray Evaluation method. The results confirm that the five provinces
and regions in the western section of Silk Road Economic Belt had rich tourism resources, high-grade tourism
resources were closely related to the Silk Road culture and their spatial distribution were generally consistent with
the Silk Road Economic Belt. The three types of tourism resource groups reflected their distinctive spatial
agglomeration advantages. The natural landscape tourism resource group mainly took Lanzhou and Xining as the
center and presented an oval distribution. The heritage tourism resource group took Xian as the center and revealed
a radial distribution. The comprehensive landscape tourism resource group took Urumgqi as the center and had a
strip distribution. The quantity, type, level and development degree of tourism resources showed the characteristics
of “holistic dispersion” and “partial concentration”. However, many high-grade tourism resources were still in the
original state without large-scale development. Therefore, the study would endeavor to provide a theoretical basis for

the utilization of tourism resources along the Silk Road and the regional tourism cooperation.

Key words: tourism resource group; development potential evaluation index system; multi-level gray evaluation

method ; ArcGIS; west section of the Silk Road Economic Belt



