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Impact of Community Resident’s Perceptions on Their Attitudes

toward Tourism Development Based on Structural Equation Model

. .12 .1 L
WU Xiaoying **, LI Hui , ZHOU Bin
(1. School of Economics and Management, Xingyi National Normal University, Xingyi 562400, Guizhou, China;

2. School of Geography Science and Tourism Culture, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, Zhejiang, China )

Abstract; To promote the participation of rural minority residents and their supports for tourism development, it is
necessary to analyze the interaction between tourism perception and attitude of tourism development. The previous
research areas in China were mostly concentrated in the eastern region, and there were few researches on the
western ethnic regions. The scale emphasized the results of tourism impact, and did not sufficiently reflect the
process of residents’ perception of change. This study is based on Social Exchange Theory (SET) and Tourism Area
Life Cycle (TALC), guided by the concept of Production-Living-Ecology and supplemented and perfected the
existing measurement scale. It pioneered a questionnaire survey and targeted the Buyi community in Wanfenglin,
Qianxinan prefecture, Guizhou Province, China. Then a structural equation model was introduced to reveal the
influence of production, living, and ecology perception of community residents on their attitudes toward tourism
development. The results show that: (1) the production perception and life perception of residents in the minority
tourism community in this study had a significant positive impact on the attitude towards tourism development, while
the hypothesis that ecological perception has a positive impact on the attitude towards tourism development was not
supported. (2) From the perspective of path coefficient value, the living perception of residents in the community

had the greatest impact on attitudes of tourism development, followed by production perception; (3) From the



Vol.39, No.2 LT R T AR R A A DX R R R R 9 A2 JR 2 R M F Y 289

perspective of observed variables, household work type and income were strongly affected by production perception;
housing, medical and health conditions were strongly affected by living perception; water quality and soil quality
were strongly affected by ecological perception. The research results revealed the main factors that affected the
attitudes of residents towards tourism development in ethnic tourism destinations at a primary development stage,
and our policy recommendations can provide certain theoretical and practical references for the community in the
case to achieve production intensification, livable life, favorable ecological circumstances and sustainable tourism

development.

Key words: concept of production-living-ecology; ethnic tourist destinations; resident perception; attitudes

towards tourism development; structural equation model; Wanfenglin



